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Chitrangi: A Study in Character 1 

BY PROF. T. VIRABHADRUDU 
a University, Hyderabad} 



Chttrnngi IB the rd'mantlc heroine of 

a drama which Is vciy popular on. the South 
Indian stage There fire different versions of the 
story, OLIC of them being the Telugu dtfimn of Vishadu 
SnratigddKara (The Tragedy of Sftrangndharn} by the 
IttteD, Krlahnamachartu of Bellary In which the 
author presents to us In his tragic heroine a most 
Interesting study In character development. The 

1. The Telugu essay on which the present article Is 
b.iscd was written by me in 1918 and appeared In 
The. Amilnrt Pntntn Annual Number of lhat year, 
It cnn nUo be read In the 1927 Edition of V ishada 
, SdT-flngfltlKarfl published by Messrs. D Knahnnma- 
chavlu and Brothers, Bellnry, who quoted, with 
my consent, the wlule cssny In the Introduction 
The translations of extracts from the piny, 
while attempting to be as faithful co the onglnnl 
ns possible, are not literal in all places. They 
nre, except in one or two cases, based on prose 
s of which the o^an^ \9 3Q ful1,-T-V f 



story of the drnmn is briefly this, There was n certain 
1- -rr* by name Rajnnarcndra (also Rajarajannrendrn) . 
RitnmiGl and Chltragl were his two queens By the 
eldest he hud a son, Sarangadhara, a young man of 
fine parts and steady diameter. Of the two queen-i* 
Chit ran |>i was the king's favourite She was very 
beautiful, aa h'-'r name imports, and, barely sixteen 

years of age, was rmirled to the king In his old days. 
Her charms were so great that, though she was origi- 
nally Intended for Prince Sarnngadhara, the old kinu; 
\\ag tempted to make het his second wife. Cliltrnngl, 
Kmevcr, had a secret love fot Saran gadharn , even 
from the time, before her marriage, she saw his 
picture given her by the Brtihmann who was deputed 
by KiriR Rajunnrendra ro find out a suitable bride for 
hi-, only son It so happened once lhat the Kln hud 
to RO on a hunting expedition. He expected to 
return to his capital in ten dnys, for he had to be nc 
home a day before the Prince's birthday which was 
to be folluw.d by 1 11S coronation. Sarangadhara wa ., 
very clever and wise and attained now hlg twentieth 
year, and the old king wanted to put hi m on the 
throne, himself ret.rlng from public duties. In thc 
kin R ', a b,ence, Chitrangiathomc was getting very 
uneasy f or being left alone, she began to think of 
Saran BB dlmro Her love, once suppressed, ^vlvecl 
now with, ml E ht y force and, unable to control Jt 
w W aiUn B for nn opportunity lo see him. A B 
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s 
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pigeon (he was very fond of pigeons) alighted on her 
palace find the young queen who was watching this 
from her T Dyal apartments snatched the bud Rtid kept 
In her room. The unwary Prince, mnde up hia mind 
to have it by going to his step-mother and asking for 
it. The warning given by his friend Subudhl, the 
.Prime Minister's son, that a young prince of twenty 
should not visit a young queen of sixteen at her 
pal nee in the absence of the king, and that such a 
visit would surely land him in dangers, was of no 
fivaU. In the Prince's cpinion, a step-mother was as 
much QP n mother ,ind there would be no room for 
maptcuti 01 d.inpcv in such a visit So they met and 
Chi tiring i Ti_v>-aled to h m her heart and would not 
\( nvi: hi m unles r. he sat I af Led her heart 1 a desire, 
Sai iintffldhnra was adamant She adopted several wo ys 
to win him over but he was Icy- cold. She threatened 
to report ngtiiiist him to her husband, the king, and 
he laughed at the idea. At last he escaped, but when 
the old king cime home the report was mndc, a trial 
was held cmd the innocent Pi Ince wii declared Giulty 
He wni punished with lens of feet and h-inds, for hla 
crime was n horrible one . committing Tape on the 
qucLti nnd st^p-mothL-i Chitranql, however, soon 
Ti'Ri-Litctl ht-c revenRe, for her love for SnTanga not 
having left h-T, she could not be happy. Sense of 
guilt tind shame was vtiV heavy on her, and the king 
and, through him, the world discovered her guilt, 
The newi nrnve.d t)\p t the relief sent by the Iclnp to 



srvvu his son was too Inte and ihe cutting of the feet 
and hands was finished. Chitrangl'a heart broke and 
she died. 

At the outset, two or three points have to be 
noted as a prelim Inn ry to our di acu ssion of Ch itrnngl 1 a 
character. This essay deals with the character of 
this tragic heroine as depicted by Kris hnamfl charlu 
and docs not consider the several versions of 
Clutranpi found In Telugu or In any other South 
Indian literature, Krlshnamachar lu's Chltratigl is 
unique m Telugu dramatic, fiction as a perfect: type 
of tragic heroine The author has a great title con- 
ferred nn him by the public, 'Andhra Natnka Pltn- 
mahn 1 (Father of Andhra Drama), and it may he said 
tint, though he has written several plays, this one 
diameter is enough to make him deserve that title. 
Soundly, this treatment should not be considered as 
Jiwti/fcofion of her conduct. It is only an explanation 
IT interpretation of her character and the circumstan- 
CL- which led to her crime. An 'appreciation' of 
'I* character of Othello (3 not neceasarlly a Justlfi- 
^uon of h, S conduct, for no one would pretend to 
Justify what is to human beings R beastly act, the 
murder of an Innocent and chaste wife by her hus 
bind ,oon after the marriage. U . atl actemptto 
undented the temper of Othello and to take note of 
"ic ^circumstances which involved him and his dear 
*ifc m an intrigue f rcm whlch no ^^ ^ 
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humanly possible. In his preface to Vishada Sdrflngrt- 
dhara the author explains his attitude to Chltrangl 
He says there tire two sources from which the plot: is 
generally borrowed. One version says that as a 
result of the 'bride-search', the picture of Chitrangl 
was brought to King Rajanarendra, and bewitched 
by her beauty the old king married a girl originally 
Intended for his son, In this the character of the 

King appears In a very bad light According to the 
second version. King Rajan,arendra had two wives, 
Rntnnngl and Chlttangl. Sarangadhara was born 
about ten years nfter the king's second marriage 
Thus Chltrnngl, nt the age of 515, fell m love with 

her step- son of 20, which is not quite credible 
Krlshnnmtichnrlu avoids these two extremes find tones 
down Chitrangl. When the king sent wise Brahma- 
nna to go to the various kingdoms to fLnd out a 
suitable bride for his only son, they brought two 
pictures, one that of Chandraknla, daughter of the 
Klnjj of Vldnrbha, mid another that of Chitrangl, 
dnughtct of King Bhojn. The two girls looked so 
beautiful and clever that the king could not throw 
away either, So he chose to keep one for himself 
nnd that wna Chltrnnpl. But Chlttangl told the 
Ambassador Brahmana that she loved Sarangndhara 
deeply nnd requested him to convey this news to the 
noble Prince. Unfor Cunatclv, the Brahmanfl in his 
cntliualnsm for the 4,000 gold coins given him by the 
king for hie precious embassy, forgot all about 
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to her lover, and the latter ic- 
ma < mil entirely ignorant of it. Mighty things often 
turn nn a straw nnd Cbltranpi's fate -was thus clcfci- 
miud hy the fickle mcmoiy of this greedy Blahmvma. 
KfisJmamfliJiarUi has introduced another innovation, 
Generally m Indian dramns we get a good deal of 
tragic L'lcnunt, hut the drama suddenly gets a happy 
c< iiLli^idn by the unforeseen nrrival of a sn^e, 
I- i'pfmt nr [icj who cnn easily restore dead people tc> 
life by his magic touch. The author of Viskadtt 
SaranjadKarfl. deliherately nvofds this deus ex tnachittft 
and allows the plot to end in a trngedy. AnoLlior 
V'IA .- nrtoduccJ Ln the story is that Rnjannientli-n 
i , de^fhia as tht Icing of Malwa while populai trn- 
d tuui a-v-ciau's the story with Rajahmundry Raja- 
fiarenJti t ,f th. P k y is Identified with Rnjniaja- 
narerulra. tlu- nt Ll ,t Andhra icing and patron of lenr- 
nt^. Sarantadhatunimetla, the elevated place where 
^r.i"Ki ^ slam, i, sc.ll shown nn d the nice bull, 
J^-fn.wun.r.illv occupied by the h lp he S t nfflctr 
) overlooking die Godav.ri rlv er ,, st ' L U 

Though 
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exaggeration to sny Chitiangl Is the soul of the 
drama. But there is no character In Telugu drama 
that we know of that IB mote gevetcly condemned on 
mornl ground a by the readers tuid spectators than 
Chltrangl, und thetc is no doubt that her conduct Is 
shocking to any one with a little bins for morality. 
On analysis we {ind three nspccts of this immoiallty. 
Firstly, she wns unfaithful to the husband whom sJie 
mnrtied, or was married to, True If Is that, before 
her marriage, her mind was fixed on Sarangndhara 
but once she married anothci person, she must have 
forgotten the old love, annihilated the old desire and 
must have been reconciled to her wedded husband. 
Secondly, she tried to seduce Snrangadhnra who was 
In the relation of a son, find drag a sn Lntly young mtin 
Into immorality and sin. Thirdly, not content with 
thls f she took revenge on him by aiming cit his life 
and brought about the death of one whose virtuous 
chnrncter and control over passions would have been 
a model for the world to follow. Truly, these three 
nets nrc bad enough to make her one of the basest 
specimens of womanhood. But If we pause nnd see nnd 
make an attempt to get at her true character, this 
Impression has to be altered to some extent. We have 
to look deep and understand her real nature and tht 
chnn0c it underwent ns the result of circumstances, 
In every great dtnmn we get a close relation between 
plat nnd character, und we see an example of ithere^ 
Chltrnngl was a most accomplished woman. Her 
physical beauty waa unparalleled. The daughter of Kin g 
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. o V al vctuo. Her, ntcllectwa. extraordu^V- n 
0* coLe of her farher'. enqutr.e. re B . E di nff e wax hy 
and for Ins clever and accomplished daughter, the 
y of Saran^dhara reached her eai,. His ch.rmuig 
oilU,, wide learnmg. tmdly virtue and apot- 
thimctei: were well known to all, and ius story, 
,^M B d retold by her friends, was music to her ^s- 
On Ac top of thU, ske saw hw beauty tn the minl- 
atucc given her by a Brahmana from Sarangadhara's 
councry, who camc to negotiate with her OTO fabhcr 
a hout her marriage with that far- famed Prjnce. The 
he sftff his picture, she decided that she 
his life-companion She saiv in him the 
which nil her hopes assumed, the god whom her 
aJorcd Below (s an extract from one of her 
appeals to him In the famous Temptntion Scene 
(Act H-l) . 

Siraii|*ntIIiara ' Since thc day that BrfihniEina Rnve me 
\.uir picture, I hnvc not been nble to fathom the 
Lkpths af my love. I would choose none else for 
my husMnd I would pray to a thousand deities 
to uiiitL- us In wedlock. Not one minute would 1 
a\vj\y my thoughts from your world -bewitch- 
beauty or world-wide reputation 



rf such deep love and noble 'parts, a princess 

years old, ^ns married against her yfill to an 

j- nf nearly threescore I No doubt ffre young 



girl protested but to no purpose, for, her father, a 
great friend of Rajaraja, could not afford to displease 
him. Entreaties and threats and other strong measures 
proved too strong for her girlish protest. Thus che 
old man. -was forced an her. So far as she was con- 
cerned, it wiis a union 'of hands, not hearts' for 
Samn|a was still enshrined In her heart, "Being con- 
fined to the royal palace she could not see htm even 
once, but his image was ever present to her eyes, 
Probably if she knew at the time of the marriage that 
she could not at all get reconciled to her new lot, she 
would have, like Juliet, tried to resort to desperate 
methods. Another romantic heroine on a like occasion 
challenged her opponent by asking, "Has poison 
become a rarity In the world ? Are not swords within 
our icach'" But a question arises If Chitrimgl did 
not love her old husband, why should she pretend so 
much love whenever she meets him a The answer is 
simple. As the young wife of one In dotage, she 
might have taken all liberty with the husband; he 
evidently fondled her too much. Or it might be that 
with a view to ward off any future danger, she lulled 
him to sleep, aa it were For instance, when the king 
was ready to go on his hunting excursion, she said 
she would follow him. "The tigers and other wild 
beasts of the forest would not frighten her. She could 
not live in separation from her 'loving husband.' He 
mleht say it was only an absence of ten days but to 
hex a day would mean an age." She however knows 
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that bhe id not sincere hi all this flattety She tccoy. 
inacs she i= only acting" a part. She confuses; "Alasil 
What u wrong path 1 have chaben, the path. of hypo- 
crisy and bin f " x 

Wt. see Chitrangi for the first time in Act 1 - 11 
when she is wading through among of heart, Stic lb 
making strenuous efforts to suppress her love for 
Sarangadhata smd divert her thoughts from him. Shu 
feels sincerely that her heart has no\v no rcuaou to 
love him, as he Is no longer a lover, on the other 
hand, thu position Is that of mother and don. She is 
trviug Kotiiscly to kill that old desire and place her. 
self" on chc road of pure morality But her mind lb 
unsteady, as unsteady as the water dropa on a lotus 
leaf The sentiments expressed below revenl to thu 
te^r the great conflict going on 111 her breast. 
Addressing her own heart, she saya : 

"Why should you choose this wicked path' Tine, you 
loved him once But now he la your son Why Jo 
ymi think of htm noiv ? ...... Alas 1 How helpless 

lam' Huw.ver much I try t o combat it, L lus 
pa^ion makes a salve of me " 



own fat 



Al. ' H UW can 1 be ar ,r Tht, world-seduc, ng beauty 
" Hxed for ever in my keart , 
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.such u LfLaijuri: has been snatched away from mel 
\VVuu u perfection 1 There is no doubt the name 
Su.iLUij.j.iu'haTLi is well-deserved. Otherwise, the 
Ki&tiii of the full- moon, how could it be found 
here lfl No, that Sarflngddliara f the Moon ) has a 
durk ipot ' Or shall we compare him to another 
S.iTiuiHculhata ( 1. e., Siva ), No good either, He 
(Slvn) it, never associated with pleasures, but 
Nuiny the Gad of Destruction is ever on the 
ctLM-nnclon Around My Sniangadhata Is unrivalled 
...... O, thnt I should lose him I ...I aha 11 shake 

off all f^ars and mate an attempt to \vm him 
oval. But will he agree to plunge Into sin? Thus 
1 clunk and think 1 doubt and pause- 1 sink and 
di^p- lir ' Sometimes Hope pualiea me forward : 
imnutimes Sin. mak^a me shudder, Alas, what a 
helpless condition I 

WhlU ChitrtmKl was in this staLe of mind, her old 
husbniul bad to go on a hunting excuision to the 
Vliulhyu forest. The absence of the king and hei aoli- 
cutli; M nvchct full oppottuiutlea to feed on her old 
thu!, did B re at service to the flower - 
, who.e victim she had already become. 

e says - "When the husband is away for one day, 
u,l.d uudayica a great change But now ten days' 
HOIULU U n, -tore for me. Can 1 this .tteam 
Met oUl love for Ptmce Sarangadh.ra suddenly naca, 
Ukc a mountDKn .tTia m the flood season, When an 
e ha, arisen forfuKillmB h old 
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tlisirc, how cdii her heart keep silent now 'i 
Ov>puitmuty is a t>reat factor hi life and can piny 
lu\c with muitals however pious they may be. A.TC 
tluTi: in 't in thi: world men and women who pass for 
_ U'J ,uul hmicstj simply because they have riot been 
plat *.'*.( 111 circumstances which would tempt them. to 
l 1 ^ ot Fur wise ? There are no doubt a few s 
v.!i<j L.IU perfectly control environment, but 

are tin: cru.i tares of circumstances. 
UJS In this phght. For eight days after the 
i>M Line's departure she WHS sleepless nnd tears were 
trli:Llinii Ju\vn htr checks Her heart vvas about tt> 
bar s t jiul h.-nce hhc decided to take this step : 



d several ways Co bring this passion 
my control. 1 cnn wait no longer- if 1 tnku 
the mitutive and offer myself, will he respond? 
How LuuM 1 [est this . Hc would n or come c 
"W police BVe u once so far Can I attract him 
to thu place ' I^all, however, malc e bold to 
r,te a not, with a double meaalng. If in rL , B 
r-ii* tci it h. comes, the matter is flettleili 



enri- 






wlth nnd 



tation, be he a sage or a son (step-son) ? Here u 
my chance I Now, who shall do this {or mt v She 
must not be a talkative woman She must not b^ 
an Idiot A clever, cutming creature is no yood 
Yes, my maid K a main is the only suitable piu^on! 

Thut Chltrangl has made up her ml ad to importune 
Saranga to listen to her prayer. She nsks herself, 'If 
I myself fall at his feet, will not his heart be moved''' 1 
Thus she has crowed the Rubicon, There Is one thing 
which the reader has to keep In mind. Chltrangl hag 
all along been under the Impression t hut the old 
Bra Lillian n to whom, before her niairlnge, she poured 
out her heart conveyed her message to the Pun.ce. How 
she would have behaved, had she known that Sixranga 
w-as quite unprepared for her love, who can say 9 

la Act Il-i, Chltrnngl's true character comes out 
Ln all Its splendour, The person for whom she tins 
WLilted up till now, like the Cfvnltora bird for the 
moon, has> at last arrived and she Is able to t,ce him 
In flcfih and blood. Now her joy knows no hounds. 
She speaks words which lead to or suggest her love 
for Lxlm. Sarangadhara IB too simple. minded to catch 
the double meaning in every one of her remarks or 
questions. She advisee him to remove his outer yat- 
ments and he Joes It. She offers him food - fruits 
nml delicious ihshub - and he tastes it. She shows him 
her bull-room and he Is pleased with It, When, a tut 
sometime, Saraiiguilhartt realises that an evil motive 

[11] 



iru^lit lv lurking m her words and actions, she asks 
li ..m vhviher the old Brahmana ever delivered her 
It \ L -m.'^.iL^L tii him. The Prtnce shows himself to be 
iiiH.rt.ly Ltuioctmt of the Brahmana or Ins mission antl 
i c sticks a djygm in her heart. Summoning up all her 
v ITU .inly ^trun^'th, she tries other methods. She quotes 
i nracrous love-episodes from ancient mythology* 
ilmw.1 pictures of lovers and love-making and finally 
..A-, "Why at! this ? Suraneadhara, if I loved you 
juJ U'fLihly thrust mybelf Into your am^ would you 
he sn unLind as to throw me away ?" The virtuous 
PrincL ihucs his ears lest these unholy wocda should 
cr t p mto them, and blames his stars that guided his 
to the place Chitrangl seeing that TDund- 
methods are of no avail wjth t ^ Jg \ nnoccnt 
man, and being unable to suppress her feeling 
, Jays b Bre her heart to him, From t 
appeal, the reader can see how deep 
Chltrangi's lo ve WaBi how different it was 
mc Ju and haw dangerous the consequences 

H^ub, if Sarangadidnot fulfil the one desire of 
her life . 

h.ve 
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and b e blessed llt thy love for which I have 
"SYlngihe ereailond of this existence 
I am foohshly obstinate in this my 
cahse what unguUh I have gone 

wl) "I t ni i 11 ^^ 
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exaggeration. Here is witness : my own heart, 
Here Is another God above who s,ees and super- 
vises all our acts in life Here is a third thine 
own image'. Keeping it ever on my cheat when 1 
go to bed, 1 would pray, "Will not any sage or 
prophet be so merciful as to teach me a charm 
which can transform dead pictures into live 
human beings S" I weep and weep the whole day, 
I leave myself now ia thy hands. Throw me intu 
the sea or bring me ashore. Thou art my only 
saviour ! 

After great travailing, Chitrangi has chosen this 
course Her love Is deep and unfathomable It ia not 
lust but a desire for blissful union with the choice 
of her heart; in fact, a craving for perfection. A 
suggestion Is made if Chltrangl and Sarangadhara 
were united in marriage Instead of what happens, to 
them In the plot of the drama, how would 1 1 be ? The 
world would (.hen have missed a tragedy but would 
hnve gained a couple whose love would have been a 
Sight for the gods to see 1 

Coming back to the temptation, Saitingadhnrn 
Joes not conbldeT Chltrangl's appeal with any sym- 
pathy, The god of love Is too strong for her". Fear uf 
bin she shakes off. God's punishment can no longtt , 
frighten her. Her body is breaking down and slie is 
rcudy to falnL. There is but one remedy : a look of 
love nr A w urd of kindness ftom her lover She 
-,cs her wretched plight thus. "Sweet Friend 1 Sin 
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md its consequences I can bear. But the heat of the 
Luvc-Gnd, I cannot, for a moment longer.' 1 She pre- 
\cnts him from running away and once again prays : 
"Kultr of my Heart, say what thou wl'lt, I shan't leave 
tliec tuday. Look, my head touches thy feet. For all 
the world, I cannot leave thee " Sarangadhara still 
pi-rsisci, in t'olng and, drawing his garment fqrclbly, 
bliL 1 nukes another desperate attempt to melt his 
Mmiy heart 

SiLjiKr uf hearts, who knows what is to happen to me 
after my death ? The five-arrowed God Is now 
caking away my life Wilt thou bear ou thy head 
this sin, the murder of a loving woman ? 

She exhorts lum not to be ungrateful to Nature who 
lias so lavishly bestowed on him noble qualities 
v,!uch would be wasted awtiy if not used for making 
^ oman happy. 

Form I Thy lovelin es can treat with scorn the finest 
or the gods above 

Tnde,ne,, | Thy h can never ,, the prftyers 
of those that seek thy shelter 

Thy dellcacy can> ^ Me moment| rouse 

ho pes in the heart of any youthful maiden- 
Thyuord i. enough to co mmand obedience 
tu)m a whole kingdom ; 
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Prince of Princes I Suet is thy personality. Has all 
this sweetness to be thrown away? In vain, m 
vain, has nature given thee her very best I 

By now CMtrangL has exhausted her strength. She has 
done her utmost. Snrangadhata Is still the rock th.it 
he was at the beginning. She Is therefore plunged in 
despair. Once again, and for the last time, she begs 
him saying . 



Soft la thy body. Softer than softness are the 
words fulling from thy delicate lips. How didat 
thou come to possess such a hard heart ? Thy 
words, as keen as arrows, directed to me bound 
back to thee like balls In piny 1 sweat by thee- 
I swear by tne-1 swear by the god of love-I can- 
not leave thee-There la but one way of making 
amends, I shall forcibly take It from thee 

Chltrangi tries to embrace him but Sanrngadhara IB 
still n 3 'bad 1 as before. He pours wrath on hot nnd 
attempts to run away, Chitra.ngl's vety best Ins 
Achieved nothing. She has made a fool of herself by 
offering her love, in all its nakednessj to one who 
does not require It On the other hand this love hiis 
invited his wrath and abuse Touched to the qincki 
deapait and anger having taken possession of her, 
with a face and determtnation-temindtng us of the 
Divine Kali destroying the giant Mahlaha, or Satya 
furiously attacking Nnraki the demon-kmg-she cries 
put , 



II is it come to this ? Art tliou going ? Remember if 
i wuman ventures upon a course there is nothing 
that can stand in her way. I have Inid bare 
my whole passion. The wealth of my hearc has 
hecn offered thee, If thou canst not receive it, 
u shall not save thee. Treating me this wise 
is hut putting one's foot on the tEiil of the 
re\cngeful serpent. Thou shale soon see thy 
end. My resolution can bring about thy very 
death f 

Thu fury child of despair - la only n temporary 
mW. [c ts hut a passing cloud and in a moment 
E'er true [nve comes out again .' 

Ala< ' SaranEaittiHriil What a pity that thou ahoulds t 
drive me to this kind of talk I My Wealth, My 
Ond, My All, That 1 should ever chafe at thee I 
Tim u hut aa a love.qupTTd He B Tt-StealeT, 
Lnve-God. Life-Giver, Come along I No more 
douhts, no more hesitation] Yes, I see I Thy 

F^r , 5 thnt once I enjoy the sweetness of thy 
emhrace, 1 may fls fc for 
not do it 

mfl 
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youth sincerely and passionately nnd had an old mnn, 
retiring from public duties owing to old age, for 
husband. There are three points In this plot which 
are too obvious to be missed by any reader. King 
Rajrmntendra, wittingly or unwittingly* committed a 
great sin. Fate decided that Chitrangl should be 
unhnpp/ by allowing a message of vital Importance 
to slip out of the old Pandit's memory, SHrang&dhara 
Is nil ideal human being whose heart Is so sound that 
It la proof ti gainst the most seductive attempts of a 
most chnrmlng young woman. 

By now Chltrangi's Intellect and moral strength 
hnve declined. Up to this point, notwithstanding 
the Immoral course ahe was embarking upon, the 
reader has admired her extraordinary love Eind pitied 
her and plight, This is the last he sees of True 
Chltrangl, and from now False Chltrnngl usurps her 
place. About swans it la said that they sing a song 
Just when they die. So does Chitrangl sing her 
swau-Gnng revealing her love and the non-fulfilment 
of hei desire and disnppear3 altogether. Luckily for 
the tender she appears once again in Act V, though 
for EI few minutes Otherwise,, True Chitrangl may 
be said to have died. The question now Is, 'How 
could Chitrangl who was so full of love for Prince 
Sarangndhara, and who, but for the one iden of t-eelng 
him or meeting him sometime In her life, would have 
ended her lifelong ago, traaform herself Into his 
bitter ericrny. 9Q Avengeful aa to aim at his life' 1 
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At first this fnct, the change from a loving mistress 
in n uicked murderess, is a puzzle, but if the reader 
prtihjs deep, he will be richly rewarded He must 
n n te rn r e f u 1 1 y how ch c poet pr e a e n t e d her at t\i e 
1j ^Hi lining ut the story and how her character has 
IVLMI developed hy him, and he will be able to judge 
Ii.iw skilfully the author hns treated the character of 
Ins tragic heroine, 

Possession of sharp intellectual faculties Js n 
Teat fenuurc of ChltrflnRi's character Her remark- 
ML cleverness Is revealed In the various devices she 
I'liipteJ to bring round Sarnngfldhara Her Ingenuity 
i H qmte evident m her letter to the Prince which, 
r-ad nne way, H a Dimple request thnt he may visit 
J> r In her illness, hut, read I n another way, is a 
Urr cr of deep romantic love Her capacity for 
.ntn B iie exorts our admiration when we see her pour- 
K ch, poisoned Ju|ce Into her old husband 'a eata by 
Presenting to him in vivid colours, with the poetry 
'' her command, a purturc of the rape (onlylmagi. 
-.">, which the sturdy y OU n fi man committed upon 
T " f Her presence of m ,nd Ja wonderful for, when her 

rrnn.^.onrhedecnn.andthek.ng wa 3 convln. 
she was still trylng to ^^^ 
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Another Important trait In Chitrangi'a character 
Ls her ideal I am Imagination nnd passion have taken 
possession of her and she cannot escape from their 
Influence Het heart Is such that, unless its ambition 
la realised, she cannot be hftppy. She cannot acco- 
mmodate herself to her environment Her passion. 13 
so Intense that, Irrespective of consequences, It will 
audaciously attempt to conquer ctrcum stance a so that 
they may be subordinated to, or utilised for, the ful- 
filment of hcrlmpea or Ideals, If she could by any 
means adjust herself to her environment, she would 
have easily checked her original love for Siiranga and 
would have been a loyal and dutiful wife to Rnjn- 
nnrendra. At one time she did make fl genuine 
attempt to control this passion, for, discerning as 
she was, she renllsed how shocking tt would be to 
social and moral conventlon-the course she was laun- 
ching upon, and how dangerous the consequences 
might be, to her self and all, In case of failure. But 
Imagination and passion were all too powerful for 
her delicate heart. Add to this courage and tenacity 
of purpose, bestowed on her by Nature, and the result 
can be guessed. Once she conceives an idea, no 
physical obstacle la too huge and no moral code too 
severe. The goal must be reached and In doing so any 
atep may hnve to be token an$ any means may have 
to be adopted, This seems to be the real clue to our 
understanding of the conduct and character of the 
great tragic heroine of this play. Her career from 
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beginning to end can be explained with reference to 
this tragic trait. Thus Chitrangi is the maker of plot; 
and her character is mainly responsible for the 
tragedy and the events that have led up to It. Also 1C 
should not be forgotten by us that but for two points 
In the story (i e, i the Brahmana's oversight, ii. the 
king's hunt and ten days' absence from the plcicc] 
Chltrangi's character would not have developed on 
these lines at nil Inter-relation of plot and charac- 
ter Is an Important feature of every great drama Plot 
affects character nnd character shapes plot, and In 
Knshnamacharlu's Chitrangi the render finds, in 
addition to the human and psychological interest, nn 
intircgt iiif experiment in dramatic art 

Tin? pfi'^age frrm love to revenge has been very 
well sketched by 'he dramatist At the end of A cC 
II-i when the Prince, forcing himself out of Chi t- 
rangl's embrace, ran away from her place, she stink 

dawn Overpowered by love ond scrrow, she began to 
sing a song of weeping "Leaving me helpless, where 
has the Prince none? Where has the King of rny 
Heart (;one ? O, what for is my life now s " Weepliifl 
and weeping for a while, she recovers her senses and 
feels ashamed of all that has happened 

AUs ' What a fool 1 have been I How disappointed 
and deceived ! "Without conserving my womanly 
modesty and fortitude, I have exposed my whole 
heart and made myself light m the world's eyes. 
Life ili on Id not be prolonged. It is time 1 put 
an end to 1 1, 
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She is unable to bent the ignominy of the position 
she lias reduced herself to. The insolent behaviour of 
her enemy galls her very much. Revealing her love to 
IT 1m has conferred no happiness on her, but Ims 
gathered the world's ridicule, She is now i i n condi- 
tion which \vlll not be envied by eny, the meanest 
woman In the world. She is in d-'spair and is sinking 
doxvn and has almost reached the bottom In this 
critical moment, there is a sudden Bash and her 
future conduct turns on this pivot She rises up, 
comes forward and exclaims 

Whatever ill-repute one might get, whatever wicked- 
ness one might assume, one js not after nil a 
woman if courage Is lacking. Shall 1 leave now 
the man who Is the source of so much danger to 
me ? What cannot I do 1 Will not the senile 
old fool do what 1 want' Love for Sarangadhara> 
farewell! Revenge, take that place In my 
heart I Walt and see I 

Thus one reason for Chitrangl's choice of the role of 
a villain is het Vindictive a pit it. Her sometime lover, 
now her bitter enemy, was adding insult to injury. 
Whe* he approached him with deeper and 
f^Ung, He toU her, "Udy, your heart grows 
and more ugly like the S corpion's poison winch 
m ore and mote dangerous as hour, go on. Rude 
ta ul of this kind flung at her uritated her 
vetv much and ^ could not contain herself 
<cmg. MvotW equally Important r^on for 
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rnngl's wickedness is SLlf-defence Instinct for self- 
preservation which is ever associfited with the human 
being Is a potent factor In determining this dis- 
appointed lady's after-career Sarangadhara is noble, 
but supposing he went to his father to report against 
his step-mother, or In course of time the king, through 
his ministers or his son's frlenda, came to know of 
this, what would her plight be ? Often, when two men 
quarrel, the man who strikes first is at an advantage. 
When a crime Is committed, the real culprit loses no 
time In making n complaint, for the utmost that his 
opponent can do Is to be on his defence and some- 
times he finds it hard to prove what is true. Thus, 
guilty as she was, Chitrangl wanted to steal a march 
on her opponent by making the report first So she 
filled the king's c.irs with poison and prejudiced his 
mind against his son For In their meeting the Prince 
once threatened "to narrate the whole story to the 
king". There Is another thing. As has been noted 
above, passion for n cause, good or bad, Is the key- 
note of Chitrangl'i character The warning she once 
gflve to the Prince is quite aignificant "Wise Prince, 
remember one little thing If a woman makes ,up her 
mind to achieve an object, be sure she will never do 
It in a half-hearted manner." She repeated this war- 
ning very often, though It, of course, fell ' on deaf 
ears Though In the normal course of things in the 
world men display greater courage and decision than 
women, when the time comes, women prove them- 
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selves to be mote capable of determination than thiiir 
male rivals. They will go to any lengths Co reach 
their object. Be the cause Just or unjust, they show a 
remarkable tenacity of purpose. That Snrangadhara 
was partly aware of thia we can. gather from his own 
words "Madam, what can I say to your audacious 
courage which is so limitless' Mother, 1 am astoni- 
shed at your boldness, What shall I call it, determi- 
nation. or despair?" This astonishment at woman's 
unbounded courage, the reader shares wuh Saranga- 
dhara. But Chlttangi dlsillus ions her opponent 
answering the reader and also silencing the critic 
by arguing 

Grant a woman who hns the audacity to offer hei 
love to a son (step-son") and set at defiance al 
morality, Grant she chooaea the path of false 
hood and Intrigue Is it not foolish to suppose 
that she ia Incapable of murder or something 
worse ? 

One sin generally leads to another and Falsehood and 
Crime ever go together. Macbeth with very great 
difficulty committed the first murder. Once Lt was 
over, murdering a man was to Macbeth a beaten road. 
To protect himself foi the evil consequences of the 
first murder, he committed a series of murders So 
doea Chitrangl commit several sins in the wake of 
one sin. When the opponent is particularly strong in 
morality, it Is an uphill work to convince the judge 
OT the woxld o{ your limocLm.ee. Cleverness, resource, 
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tig, and ingenuity, have all to be unlisted m 



your s^rvic^ It la no surprise therefore that Chlt- 
T.ingi 1 ^ TLptjti to \\<n husband is but a chain of llea, 
Again, note how naked is Ker description of the tope. 
It is nut that Chitrnngi is lacking in taste she Is 
an tirti ,c but that was the only means left to her of 
ttL-anjny the old king away from showing sympathy 
fur his all-accomplished, sage-like, only son. Thii 
report was so strong thnc the old man had to cry out 
in the middle ; 

"Cfmrangi, my mind is full, I can stand It no 

lender," 

She ki-uw her path was not quite smooth when the 
uM man luniLtimes suspected his son aud sometimes 
nut. Cunflict of mind, apart from consuming him, 
r very uneasy, On one occasion, when hu 
I, L r EJ say [f lt was a real tru th ( his son'a 
iioiiT, sh saw the tables might he turned on 
T, and at ot.ce rose tf ciual to the situation by 



Great K.n I Why th, s persecution ? Thta (the Prl . 
' S outer garment produced from under the 
Ivdj, thl, shall tell ray wle Formypnit| ! 
prefer death to this humiliation 

Tha, lu, fears of Sara n , dhara' s ln flucnce w ,th the 
Lm B anJ I,, b subjeLts aT elu sti f le d. a p le a f ()r [ho 
"-- -rk .h. had tc do.c. n be pro, ed fro m the 
Ir.- , . W wurds M,r, than once he ruiiculed the 
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idea of her reporting against him co the king Hu 
challenged her efforts by saying 

Do you believe you can punish me ' What a foolish 
belief ? Great Lady, howsoever you my intrigue 
is the world prepared to credit yuur lies ' In 
this very city are thece not wiie men and eldecs 
who have known me from my cradle ,' Foolish 
woman I the more 1 hear you, the more is the 
temptation to laugh at your vain threats. 

His self-consciousness and pride are quite obvious in 
his final message , 

Listen, Sun and Moon, that preside day and night 
over every little thing that happens 

Listen, Stars, that, Invisible during day, still watch 
carefully men's movements 

Listen, Planets Eight, .. 
Listen, Sky and Earth, ... 

Listen, listen then, to this wondertul tale ' Here Is 
a mother , the mother speaks lies the lies are 
swallowed by the world the world sentences me 
to death , Ye shall witness this spectacle exe 
long I 

It has been observed already that as soon as 
Sarangadhara effected his escape from the clutches of 
Clutrangl, her sense of shame was ^o keen that her 
love was in one moment transformed into revenge. 
"When she was in this mood, the maid, who was des- 
patched by IILT in the mutnlng tu CHTT > her nota to 
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the PriiiLC, returned to tell her mistress that he was 
not to b-_ found at home, Chlttangi's Impatient: rage 
.an bi. judged from her reply 

Lee SaiM'iyadhara live or die : let him and his pigeons 
be burnt alive , shut up give me back my 
Kcttr 

Tlii-re is no surprise therefore that in this state of 
mind she did whatever was necessary for achieving 
her purpose, Hut thirst could not be quenched until 
she wr^aki-d her utmost vengeance on the man who 
made hi_r miserable for life, Htr true womanly nature 
is brought out In the feeling of triumph which takes 
p'jbSLSainn of hei no\v. The trial, flbout which she 
was at mij time nervous, is over arid the decision of 
tin, royal court is on her side Another ordenl, 
RatiKuv/'a ttar-compelling appeal to the old king on 
KIulf uf their only son, has passed. The king's 
LonfuLucL in the second wife Is more effective than 
the hmuntations of the mother of the heir-apparent. 
Tlie intrigue has been so cleverly carried on that the 
author herself is surprised at its extraordinary sue- 
L--S. la Act V, Sc, i, she enters the scene with the 
^ self-laudation; 



\Vitluii a couple of hours from now, my enemy will 
b* Completely vanquished. When Ratnangi came, 
I wa, wuiidering whether the old man would 
t-Iumrc his mind Now it is petfectly all right, 
n.M i, ,nt ni .ue. Well, Chitraiigl, who else 
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have achieved this The impossible Has been 
performed, Could the poor world find one in a 
mill ion who might be called your 'fellow' - ...... 

Look nt that fool who did not put In any defence at 
all. Except a grey- halted old m ml ster and ft 
garrulous lawyer, no one else doubtad the truth 
of my version 1 Brtivo I Chltrangl I Ydu are 
mighty I 

But at once there Is a sudden chunge when, ehe looks 
at Saranga's miniature in her hand 

Alas, Sarangadhara, How unlucky you did not fulfil 
my dedlre I If only you accepted my offer of 
love, Chltrangi could have saved you against 
the whole world. But now la your virtuous con- 
duct of tiny aval 1 V 

Waiting f r & moment she continues 
Huw is Lt my heart throbs mote and more violently 
QB Sarnnga's end Is drawing nearer and nearer V 
O, what a a In have I done ? What a saintly 
youth have I reduced to dust ? What for have 
I done nil this" I wanted his love- But that 
desire has not been realised only the world's 
contempt has been heaped on me. If he wete 
living my eyus nt least could have tasted his 
liiMiuy. Whum should my eyes see now? Having 
sl.iln my Sweet Lover, Life of my Life, how can 
I live any Longer? Death of his only son will 

[12] 
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reak ihe old king's heart. Pious Ratnangl, 
odel of chastity, her death is certain. Having 
kilkd son, husband and sister, I should live, a 
\\idmv.wickedand villainous. Truth must be 
HUE some day. Will not men, women and chilct- 
run cry shame upon me ? Shall I fly to Sarangn - 
Jlura, stand before him, and fall on my knees V 
bhall I run to the king and, touching his feet, 
pray that he may set free the lovely Prttice 'i 
hhall 1 hang myself and perish ? 



1 \Li!> ! Only son to the king ! Paragon, of 
W.uity ' Prince among princes, King among 
I Ideal virtue I-wouid not yield to passion 
A beautiful woman almost hugged him in. 
her arms ' 'Generosity I _ would not speak one 
word against the most fiendish of women I For- 
bearance '-would not whisper a syllable to the 
best of friends I What a sin ? Is there no wny 
for me Is there none that can save my Sweet 
Ltnl Is there none to relieve my anguish? WJ U 
in. W ud above help poor Ratnangi and Rajarnjn V 
Uud I -Sin l-Agony Sarangadhara 1-ChltrangL E 
tklirimii state Is only an Index of the grcnC 
.M"UML prevailing m her heart. In this con- 
"" -1^ uoea into a kind of sleep which Is 
disturbed by sudden ejaculations : c'.g,, 
'> ' Please, one klsg I" Thus Chltrangf's 
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original character U revealed in this soliloquy la 
her we observe the case of a highly accomplished 
young woman, endowed with deep passion and power- 
ful imagination, to which she entirely succumbed, It 
is not unlikely that, had she been married to the 
person chosen by her heart, she would have been a 
loving wife, an ornament to womanhood. But Fate 
decreed otherwise and are we fully justified In giving 
her the maximum sentence which the moral code lays 
down ? 

In Act V-lll, Chitrangl appears for the last 
time. Jly now the king has perfectly understood her 
wickedness. HE enters her room, rushes in. fury to 
the sofa on which she lies, and klcka her In order to 
wake her Up, Frustration of hope, consciousness of 
guilt, and sense of shame, have already knocked hec 
down Her heart Is sinking. The king, once her slave, 
now rudely rouses her from sleep and, with looks as 
sharp as arrows, puts all kinds of nnsty questions. 
She rises, looks about, grasps the situation and visua- 
lises her end In sight, But Instinct, desire to savu 
life at any cost, which Induces the drowning man to 
catch at a air aw, throws her back Into her foiinet 
mood. li\ dcspnlr she assumes once again the role of 
"Wicked Chitrangi nnd that for the last time. The 
king asks her many questions and she gives piompt 
replies. But there Is one unanswerable question; 
"How did the Prince's picture creep Into Chltran^i's 
Iped-iogm ? tfow did It find a plnce on her chest 
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Who shed tears of sorrow on it ?" Her heart bents 
hard, her frame visibly shivers, still she musters up 
nil her faculties and, in her old fam.ll.lar manner, 
goes nenr the old husband and with UCT tvrms E\rcmnJ 
hla neck replies "Innocent King I You could not 
detect this much This Is Rntnatigl's trick, HavlnR 
won over my maid, she got this pic cure and pigeon 
Into my bed -chamber I" The king is not satUf led, 
He puts the last of nil his questions "What wna the 
necessity for Chltrangi to write to the Pnnce ?*" 
Chltrangi replies that she wad unwell fit the time- 
He nsks again "What about the initial and last 
letters of every line being put together nnd what docs 
the sentence convey <"' The last straw on the ciimcl's 
back and Chlttan R i collnp fl ea. She blutts out the 
truth : 

Great King, put no more questions. Spenk not to 
me ; look not at me show me no mercy ; I nm 
guilty, 

The king delivers his Judgment on the spot . "With- 
out any trial, without any delay, throw her into a 
closed tub full of knives and swords, roll her up in 
it four time 3 day for n week or till shcdlca, 
whichever Is earlier " The sometime Queen likens! 
Mis on the floor, cries out 'Oh I Oh I' and kicks 
and kicks on the ground. The me a5e n eer arrives. The 
king eagerly aaks, Chltr R n B l eagerly listens, R e ll c f 
nt to Sarangadhar* i a a minute too Ute. The hcxnda 
and feet of the noble Prince have been cut. The old 



kinR cries nloud 'Ahl Dear son I 1 and faints The 
ninld speaks 'Friends, the Queen 1 s life has expired.' 
Thus the great trngic Heroine's sudden death I a no 
mystery. Her delicate frame has already beentulned- 
Wlien the woeful neW3 of her lover's fate has entered 
her enra, how can her heart be prevented from 
bursting 2 

Thu s ends the atory of Chittangl, her noble 
pnsslon, ill-started career and heroic death. At the 
end of this Long review of her character, the original 
question still remains "Is she to be condemned or 
pitied ?" Nature has endowed human beings with love 
nnd love is the supreme factor in life. If Chltrangi's 
LmciEinatlon WRS great and her passion deep, whose 
fault \vas It V On her were bestowed accomplishments 
nnd culture, charming personality and poetical emo- 
tion- She sought perfection In an object which was 
denied to her. Not a sinner, she asked for bread, but 
received something else. On the other side It is 
ar B ucd that too much of anything, even if It be love, 
has to be avoided, Discipline is essential for life, 
nnd If laws of society and laws of morality tire to be 
disobeyed, where will It lead us to? CHao. and not 
Cosmos is to be the name of the world we live in. 
Without presuming to solve this great riddle, we can 
sifely assert one thing. Love Is the relation lu which 
one human being stands to another and hence Is a 
necessary part of our existence. This mutual attach- 
men t generally ablated with the loyer ,nd hU 
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mistress need not necessarily be confined to them. 
In the husband and the wife, the mother and her 
child, the friend and his mate, (also the mystic nnd 
his Ideal, the poet and his art), this indissoluble tic 
Is seen. It is an influence which cannot be shaken 
off. It is a force which purifies the heart, elevates 
the soul and brings man Into the company of the 
gods It Is a vision which the human being sees but 
may not be able to explain. When nil is anid, the 
critic of Chltrangi will have to solace himself by 
cogitating on the full s Ignlficance of the p oet 1 s 
saying, 

'Tls better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at nil. 
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"Dear Sf i , 

"We, the untlersijni'd citizeni of Madras haue mucK 
pleasure in decorating jour President unlH a jewelled Medal 
as o toUn of our esteem and placing m jour Kflnd5 tkis 
tribute w/ ou.r nJmiration of ^our rare triumphs in the 
Kistrlonic art in OUT midst The fame <>i }our excellence, 
stimulaled, developed and. sustained, as it Kas been, by the 
self denying exertion and impassioned entlmsinsm of your 
worthy President Mr D. KnsKnamacfirtnulu, had travelled 
before }ou and prepared us far untaited uiaions of delight; 
and we ajjw-re }ou tKat our actual experience Kfl5 fwll^ 
realised ottr 



l 'Irv the composition of tlie pla^s which you acted, 
before us, a high moral tone i< scrupulo^ mamtalned, and 
the Kap^ mean bet^en the .cKnlarlj diction and the 
fiend's style i* &iW* ^ ^ uni/ormlj observed, iUh- 
out tKe least lap^ from accuracy and the elocution that 
marked jaur ,Md reproduction of the s^eral pieces Has 
borne ^pU testimony to ,our unr.vflll^ talenti and the 
cap abilities of the Telugu 



